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TEACHER SELF-ASSESSMENT AND ANALYSIS OF
FEEDBACK TO STUDENT MISCUES DURING ORAL READING
OrderNo. DA8509130

AnTes, Canoiz A., Pu.D. 'ndiana State University, 1984. 200pp.
Chairperson: David Waterman

The purpose f this study was to develop a means by which
teachers could svitematically analyze their verbal feedback to
students’ miscues during oral reading instruction and to determine if
self-assessment would result in changes in feadback patterns related
to selection, form, and timing.

Two instruments were utilized: (1) The Miscue Feedback Form
(MFF), which was designed to code salient variables of teacher
fesdback and (2) the Feedback Summary Survey (FSS), which was
designed to draw teachers’ atiention to their patterns of feedback and
orientations toward reading.

The sampie included six teachers, comprising an entire primary
staft in an elementary achool in Terre Haute, Indiana, and one of each
teacher's regular reading groups. in phase one of the study the
fesdback of sach teacher to 60 miscues was audio taped and then
coded by the researcher using the MFF . In phase two, teachers
perticipated in seif-assessment by the first 20 of the 80
miscues, completing the MFF and FSS. In phase three, the feedback
1o 80 additional miscues was agein recorded and coded by the
ressercher using the MFF. Chi-Square analysis was utilized to
determine the significance of observed changes betweer, pre- and
post-aasessrient feedback.

The findings of the study supported the following conclusions:

(1) The MFF and FSS are viable instruments for self-assessment.

(2) Changes in post-assessment patterns, generally in the direction

considered desirable by reading athorities, were observed following

soli-asessament when 18achers express a desire 1o changs. (3) The
) between seli-asssssment and selection is not clesr from

this study. (4) There is a relationship between seli-assessment and

form of fesdback: (a) Changes are generally from utiizing &
nduckpcnmhﬁiehmutwowdmcmmmb
a more flexible use of various forms, and (b) Self-assessment has
mdiectmmeuaedmtextcluaw'ﬁchueowmwy
infrequently. (5) There is a reiationship between selt-assessment and
timing of feedback: (a) Changes are toward more delayed feedback,
which is an uncommon pattern, and (b) Delaying feedback to the next
mm«m&mmwmmmw
increased uee < this type of timing followad seif-assessment.

THE WUMOR FOUND IN BASAL READERS APPROPRIATE TO
SECOND AND FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS

OrderNo. DA8BS06492

Bammiant, Nixxt CLanx, E0.D. University of Maryland, 1984. 224pp.

Supervisor: Dr. Robert M Wilson

inmerest in the topic of humor has stemmed from beliets that humor
is connected with nther phases of development. and that humor
peaks when the cognitive demands of the situation are congruent with

the leve! of the child. A descriptive study was planned 10 investigate
the humor found in second and fourth grade basale to determine
types of humor included, the formats of humor, patterns and trends,
and the directions concerning humor found in teachers’ manuals,

The literature indicated that humor may begin somewhere in the
first two years of life, and that stages of humor development which
may be linked to cognitive stages are undergone. Language is
important in humor, for much humor is created by violating the rules
of grammar and language. Children enjoy humorous fiterature,
aithough there are differences in individual preferences.

Basal readers chosen for the study were the four series most used
in the local area. These inciuded those published by Ginn; Harcourt,
Brace and Jovanovich; Holt, Rinehart and Winston; and Scott,
Forssman. Rater reliabiity was established by a piiot study as 91.7%.
Data were analyzad by recording numerical information on tables and
praphs, and by describing what was founy in the basals. Exampies of

O, theformats, and instructions were given.

Three main types of humor, Character, Situational, and Verbal,
were found, and these could be divided into subgroups. Exampies of
each type and subgroup were found at both levels, but each subgroup
was not found in each basal. All formats were used in the basals. In
both grades. pictures were the least used format. Text was the most
used in fourth grade and conversation most used in second.

Second grade basals seemed to show some similarities in
patierms of humor, but variations were found in fourth. A trend toward
using more verbal humor was found in fourth grade, and more
chmcpr humor was used in second. Both levels contained
appioximately the same amounts of situational humor. instructions
concerning humor in teachers’ manuals were infrequent at both the

second and !ouﬂh grade levels. Those that were found mainly
concerned situational humor.

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE CLOZE READING INVENTORY
AS A QUALITATIVE AND QUANTITATIVE MEASURE OF THE
READING PROFICIENCY OF SELECTED SUBURBAN SCHOOL
CHILDREN Order No. DA8507582
Cassenaue, Renee MiceLET, PH.D. University of New Orieans, 1984.
188p5.

The Cloze Reading Inventory (CRI) was developed by De Santiss
a means of evaluating readers’ comprehension abilities based on
indepth analy: 's of their responses to cloze passages. The pRI
scoring methoo vielded four scores that provided quantitative and
qualitstive estimates of readers' proficiency in using sgmam-a and
syniax to construct meaning fromtext Suflivan's preliminary
investigations of the validity and reliability of the CRI bqseq on original
cloze passages developed for grades 3. 5,7, 9, and 11 updncated that
the nstrument possessed adequate vaiidity and reliability, aithough
some refinements were needed. )

One purpose of thig study was to extend the CRI by includng new
pessages developed for grades 4. 6. 8. 10. and 12. and testing the
validity and re dability of the passages. Further. this study wes
conducted to investigate the effects of various refinements on the

and reliability. le!y.u\emdymgmtodm

Cﬁfmt vdldmny quaiitatve about students’ reading
proficiency could by made based on the scoring method employed by

Cloze passages developed for this study were administered t0 4@
children select:;:rom alarge suburban school sys}em. The students
COres On these passages were correlated with their scores .on the

nsiveTeddBasicSkillsuamasweofmcha

concurrent and predictive validity. The equivalence of alternate forms
mudmmfommwlmdpmagamma .

The results of mnsmdyit\dicatedmtmpRl does pcsases
adequate validity and -eliability, although statistically significant
diterences were noted between forms at each grade level. Post-hoc
analyses indicated, however, that the CRI is most valid and reliable
when tvee, rather than four, passages are included at each grade
tevel. Further, when only three passages are used, few differances of
practical significances are noted between forms. Qu_alitlﬂvo snalysis
of students’ responaes indicated that much useful disgnostic
informetion about students’ reading proficiency canbe ow
when the scoring procedures included in the CR! are carried out.

Based on thees resvits, it is concluded thatthe CRicanbe a
velusbie addition to the reading assessment instruments currently
svalisbie 10 teachers.



USING READING ABILITY LEVELS TO DETERMINE
APPROPRIATENESS OF SCHOOL PLACEMENT
Order No. DABS08941

Dauonanty, Rov ArTHuR, Pu.D. University of Colorado at Bouider,
1984. 124pp. Director: Hazlett Wubben

This study investigated the problem of whether there is a
relationship between reading ability and achievement and whether
reading ability can be used to determine the appropriateness of
student placement into leaming stituations. This was done by
determining the relationship of reading ability to class grades and the
relationship of class grades to the discrepancy between reading
abiity and readability.

The tasted population consisted of 170 high school sophomores
and juniors (263 cases) envolied in social studies courses.

The data that were collectad included: (1) Reading ability, using
the California Achievement Test, Form D, Level 19; (2) Readability
lovels for textbooks and final examinations using the Fry Readability
Test; (3) The discrepancy between student reading ability and the
readability levels of course materials students were expected to read;
(4) Swudent attitudes toward schooling using the Student Opinion
Questionnaire (SOQ), developed by Lary Johnson and R. W. Faunce
for the Minneapolis Public Schools; and (5) Quarter grades and final
examination grades for each student.

This research established that: (1) The readability levels of
textbooks in classrooms often axceeds the reading ability of the
students who use them. Textbook readability was more than one
grade higher than reading ability in 33.3 percent of the caces;
examingtion readability was more than one grade higher than reading
abliity in 38.7 percent of the cases. (2) A strong association between
reading ability and achievement indicates that the higher student
reading ability, the higher achievement on final examinations and
course grades (3) Reading ability is strongly associated with final
grades and can be used as a predictor of acnievement. (4) A
significant relationship between student achievement and the
discrepancy between student reading abitity and the readability level
of course materials indicates that the more negative the discrepancy,
the lower the level of achievement. (5) Low reading ability is strongly
associsted with course and examination failure. On final examinations
the fallure rates for siementary reading level students was 100.0
percent; for junior high reading level students, 51.5 percent; and for
wwmww«mnumm Some students
are inappropriately placed.

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE MAZE PROCEDURE IN
ASSESSING READING LEVELS OF INCARCERATED ADULTS:
TEXAS DEPARTMENT OF CORRECTIONS

OrderNo. DA8512120

Fisnen, ALICE SuiELDS, E0.D. Texas Southern University, 1884. 118pp.
Adviser. Sumpter L. Brooks, I

The purpose of this investigation was to determine whether
significant correlations exist between comprehension and vocabulary
scores on the maze procedure test and the Gates-MacGinitie Reading
Tests when these instruments are administered to incarcerated
adultls. The investigator conducted this investigation during the spring
of 1983. The sample (N = 299) from the population (N = 1,300) was
randomly selected from alphabetical ciass rosters of the ten Texas
Department of Corrections units randomly selected for this
investigation. Subjects attended regular academic classes in the
windham School System (Texas Department of Corrections). For this
investigation, the Test of Adult Basic Education, Level M, Form |,
reading scores were used to classily readers as proficient (Group A)
or nonproficient (Group B). Subjects with a reading score of 8.0 10 8.0
wore identified as proficient readers (N = 174). Subjects witha
reading score of 4.0 10 5.0 were identified as nonproficient readers (N

= 125). The predicted variables in this investigation were
comprehension and vocabulary scores obtained from the Gates-
MacGinltie Reading Test, while comprehension and vocabulary
scores obtained from the maze procedure test served as predictor
variables To determine whether sigr ificant correlations existed
between predicted and predictor variables, the investigator used the
Pearson Product-Moment Correlation (r) method. The .05 level of
probability was used as a criterion o support or not to support the
null hypotheses.

When comparing comprehension aind vocabulary scores from the
maze procedure 18st with comprehension and vocabulary scores from
the Gates-MacGinitie Reading Tests using proficient and
nonproficient incarcerated adult readers, it was concluded thet
significant and positive correlations exigted between the tvo
measures. This investigation should be replic2ted in other
nsiructional settings representing adult readers with diverss gosis,
reading sbilities, attitudes, moﬁvm and backgrounds to confirm

AN EXAMINATION OF THE OCCURRENCES OF NARRATIVE
AND EXPOSITORY TEXT STRUCTURES AND THE
INSTRUCTION FOR THE TWO TEXT STRUCTURES IN SIX
BASAL READING SERIES OrderNo.DASS18848
KIKPATRICK, JEANETTA KaY, Pn.D. The University of lowa, 198S.
134pp. Supervisor: Jack Bagford

Thus study was designed to survey the re'tive frequencies of
narrative and expository text structures as well as the amount of
instruction for these text types in six basa! reading series. The
textbooks, workbooks, and the teacher's manuais at the 6th grade
level were analyzed and the data collected from these sources
provided the statistics for compa-ison.

The textbook selections were categorized by text structure and
those with narrative and expository text structures were compared in
torms of number of pages, illustrations, new vocabulary, sentence
length, and readability.

The workbook pages were categorized by the text structure of the
passage on the page and compared by the presence or absence of
information or instruction on text structure.

The suggestions in the teacher's manuais were compared to &
prototype of instruction, skill development, and activities on text
siructure.

it was clear that the use of the narrative structure predominates in
the teaching of reading in the six basal series at the sixth grade level.
The difficulty level was greater for the selection in the textbooks with
expository text structure. There were limited ocCurrences of
expository and narrative text structure, information or instruction in
the workbooks. )

The teacher's manuals did not provide text structure information
explicitly and consistently and the manuals neglected to provide
instruction end practice in written expression using a specific text
struciure.

Suggestions and recommendations for the publisher and the
practitioner were discussed.



A STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIPS OF READASILITY
AMONG ELEMENTARY SCIENCE TEXTBOOKS ADOPTED BY

TEXAS USING FIVE MEASURES OrderNo. DA8BS16731
MONTGOMERY, LAuRA E., Pu.D. Tyxas Women's University, 1985

Mabﬂnysomdmemoﬂpfominentcmmwhenalecﬁno
textbooks. In the fall of 1984, the Texas Education Agency adopted
five slementary textbooks for use in grades four, five, and six. The
MMWMW&M:MMWMOM
Scou-Foreaman; Addison-Wesiey; and Merrill, The primary purpose of
this study was 10 examing the relstionships that existed betwaen the

> ; slementary science sextbooks
and the readability levels established by the Fry Readability Graph,
pMMRmMyth.Mcmw.m
judgment, and teacher judgment. Further, the study sought to
investigate the differences that existed between girls and boys
mmpces on the cloge technique. One hundred thirty one
students in grades four, five, and six from three schools in a large
suburban school district in the Dallas-Fort Worth Metroplex who had
parentsl consent participateo in the study. The results of this study
indicated that the Fry Readability Graph produced readability levels
mmmgwnhthereadimmebdiwmm

e
readability measures. No i
wmxmum'wgmwm
feachers Mgmtdnodingdiﬂcultyandﬂnpulmom\o
tMonﬂpclozem.Aiwﬁumrelahomhbeximdbetmn
nw'mmdmmumicunywmwnym
mbyﬂeFrwaabimyanh.MnmﬁmmeDale-cm
WWFPM Dmm\euhtheclozeacooubynx were not
significant. Significant differences existed between students'
performance on the cloze and the different textbooks. Teaching
miugce apparently did not aid the teachers in judging the
mmam»mmmumnywmmmm
Dtlg-ct\a_ll readability measures. Due 10 the poor performance of the
Mm this study on the cloze tests and the frusiration
mby‘llldmm.mmmmmou
mnwmmmmbummmwm
MOESUres uSINg SCieNCe Materials.

" A COMPARISON OF THE SUBTESTS OF THE GESELL
SCHOOL READINESS SCREENING TEST AS PREDICTORS OF
READING ACHIEVEMENT Order No. DA8505938

Sare, DoLones WenTer, Eo.D. University of Central Floriga, 1984.
128pp. Major Professor: Patricia C. Manning

Thoworpurposdthbstudymtodmmimmchwm
of the Gese!l School Readiness Screening Test are the best
moffeadmg lchfovunent, The procedure used was a
mmmmmtodﬂomimwﬂchwbmwem
mw&:tondlchimmtform‘\nwimucﬁonown
Comprehenaive Test of Basic Skilts.

Seventy-two students from four schools were evaluated for this
sludy. Three testing instruments were administered to these students.
n\qmwemnu.unoua-mewum
sublests of the Comprahensive Test of Basic Skills.

THE PRESENCE AND FUNCTION OF ILLUSTRATIVE
MATERIALS IN NINTH GRADE SOCIAL STUDIES AND
SCIENCE TEXTS Order No. DA8S510245

Sawesn, Suzanng Raren, Pu.D. Kansas State University 1984. 288pp.

Wustrative materiais accompanying expository text a3 adjunct aids
e assumed to help the reader understand and remember text.
Duchastel (1978) considerud the funztional role illustrative materiais
sarved with text. An illustrative material can be: (a) attentional, by
enhancing interest and motivation; (b) explicative, by explaining an
aspect of the topic being presented; or (C; retentions., by faciitating
siorage in and retrieval from memory of the ideas in text.

In: this study, a set of 4 bookiats were constructed (No, Attentional,
Expiicative, Retentional) for both a social studies and a science
pessage of approximately 875 words. Ninth grade students of either
average or high reading ability read a passage and then completed a
fres recall exarcise. Thrae days iater, they ook a (delayed cued
recall) teat over the passage. All students compleied both passages,
which were counterbalencad in order of administration.

The independent variables were reading ability and llustrative
condition. The dependent measures were free recall of the main ides
and detsil units (scored by trained raters) and number of correct
responses for main idea and detail questions on a delayed cued test
of recall about the passage. The free recall and delayed cued recall
9COres were analyzed séparately for the social studies and the
science passage using multivariate analysis of variance.

Reading ability was found to have the most significant effect on
free and cued recall scores for both social studies and science.
Ructrative condition had no effect on social studies scores. lHusirative
condition had a significant effect on science scores with the No
Hustrative materials condition providing the highest scores on
immadiate free recall and the Explicative condition prowding the
highest scores for delaysd cued recall. There was no interaction for
reading abili; +nd iliustrative condition for either social studies or
science scores

Implications for study skills, classroom teaching, and textbook
selection are discussed with reference 1o an analysis of illustrative
raterisls in ninth grade social studies and science textbooks which
was conducted concurrentiy. The generally low scores of the
retentional ilustrative condition suggest a need for further ressarch in
this area while controling text and iearner varisbles.

THE VALIDITY AND RELIABILITY OF A TEN PERCENT
RANOOM DELETION CLOZE TEST FOR ASSIGNING
STUDENTS TO CONTENT AREA TEXTBOOKS

Order No. DA8S04837

SransHing, DoroTiy, Pu.D. University of Georgia, 1984. 125pp.
Director: George Mason

The focus of this study was the validity and reliability of 10 percent
random deletion cloze tests. Since 1953 when Wilsor ~aylor named
the cloze test and suggested methods for using it, cluze tests using an
every-fifth-deletion have been thoroughly validated. Random deletion
cloze tests have not been so well investigated. This study determined
the significance of 10 percent random deletion cloze test scores.

Six fourth-grade classes (n = 111) and six sixth-grade clesses (n

= 118) took both a teacher-made test and a 10 percent random
deletion cloze test. Each teacher created and administered a 30-item
objective test. These tests contained a wide variety of question types.
A computer program produced a 50-item random deletion cloze test
which always had one word between blanks. The blanks were of
standard length; first and last sentences were left intact; and answers
ware scored verbatim.

Both tests were based on a social studies textbook. To block order
of adminigtration effects, thres teacher-made fests were based on the
first half of the passage and thres on the second half. The cloze test
was based on the alternate part of the passage.



Pooled Pearson product-moment ~orrelation coefficients of the
tsacher-made tests with the random deletion ciozs tests for sech
grede level were .58 (p. <.001) at the fourth-grade level and .46 (p <
001) at the sixth-grade leve!. A cloze test score of 48 percent at the
Mm@eww:umdxmeﬂtnmdm-gude level
were equivalent to 75 percent on the teacher-made test for the
respective leveis. Reliability coefficients on the tweive cloze tests
g'mood from .70 to .86. The Spearman-Brown Prophecy Formula
indicated the least possible number of cloze test items with a
reliability of .70 would have been 19,

A 10 percent random deletion cloze test was moderately valid and
reliable. Mean scores were equivalent to those obtained with tests
Sased on an every-fitth-word deletion without the variability inherent
in nth deletion clozs tests. Therefore, it is recommended that this
cloes test formet receive additional considerstion as a device for
predicing student success in reading content ares texts.

DETERMINING THE ABILITY OF THE WASHINGTON PRE-
COLLEGE TEST ENGLISH COMPOSITE SCORES AND HIGH
SCHOOL GRADE POINT AVERAGE TO PREDICT COLLEGE
ENGLISH GRADES AND OVERALL COLLEGE GRADE POINT
AVERAGES AND IDENTIFYING VARIABLES THAT AFFECT
WPCT COMPOSITE SCORES FOR STUDENTS AT EASTERN
WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY Order No. DAB510979

Sverngns, Cora Joan, E0.D. Gonzaga University, 1984. 138pp.
Cheirperson: Sandra M. Wilson

The purposes of this study were: first, to determine the extent to
which the English Composite of the Washington Pre-College Tost
(WPCT) and the high school grade point average (HSGPA) were able
1o predict accurately coliege students’ performance in college English
and in coliege; and second, to determine if sex, age, and ethnicity
sllected achievement on the WPCT,

The subjects were entering Eastern Washington University
students during the tall quarter of 1980; the winter, spring. and fall
quarters of 18681; and winter, spring, and fall quarters of 1882. A total
of 1,818 students who were between the ages of fifteen and twenty
years old when they took the WPCT was the target population. There
were 851 male subjects and 965 female subjects. They were grouped
by ethnic backgrounds including Black, Indian, Asian, Caucasian,
Hispanic, and "Other."

The findings of this research revealed that the WPCT English
composite scores and HSGPA are significant predictors of English
grades and overall performance of reshmer:, sophomores, and
juniors. However, the WPCT English composite and the HSGPA
scores are weak predictors of success in English classes. The
findings also revealed a significant relationship between the WPCT
English composition scores and the variables of sex, age, and
ethnicity

Recommendations for future study include (a) looking at the
correlation between the WPCT English composite score and the high
school English curriculum; (b) investigating the variables of sex, age,
and sthnicity as they relate to success in English classes; and
(c) replicating the study at other Washingion universities and
coleges to determine ¥ similar results occur.
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